This is a critical abstract of an economic evaluation that meets the criteria for inclusion on NHS EED. Each abstract contains a brief summary of the methods, the results and conclusions followed by a detailed critical assessment on the reliability of the study and the conclusions drawn.
Effectiveness results
The LTU patients had a mean (SD) overall satisfaction of 8.19 (2.08) on a 10-point scale, with 10 representing excellent. The mean change (based on a 10 point scale) in pain interference with work outside the home was 2.70, with activity inside the home was 3.03, with social activity was 2.79, and with pain relief was 2.47 (p<0.001). Positive vales show decreased pain interference and increased pain relief. Patient perceptions of change (in terms of the difference between 'yes' and 'no' answers) were: activity level 31.8%, pain management 71%, help in return to work 72.4%. All differences had p values of <0.0001. The patient perception of change in medication use difference figure was 1.6%, (p=0.826).
Clinical conclusions

